James E. Abraham
January 16, 2017

It is with heavy heart to report that Jim died at
home on January 16, 2016; he was 65. He
graduated from Dickinson College, attended
USC, and graduated from Duquesne University
Law School where he was bestowed one of the
best young lawyers award. As an attorney he
helped many non-profits merge with other nonprofits
such as the Center for the Arts and the
Girl Scouts of America. He was the chair of the
board at WQED, Planned Parenthood of Western
Pennsylvania and PCTV. He served on the board
of the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, New
Hazlette Theater, Quantum Theater, August
Wilson Center and Summerset at Frick Park.
Jim devoted his life to taking care of the
environment and helping the community. In a
proclamation from Representative Dan Frankel
in the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania
an excerpt reads, "The success of this
Commonwealth, the strength of our
communities and the overall vitality of
American society depend, in great measure,
upon the dedication of individuals such as
James Abraham who use their considerable
talents, energies and resources to serve others.
He truly exemplifies the best qualities of the
human experience, and his spirit of giving and
dedication has greatly impacted the lives of
others.”
Jim was born in Jeannette, Pennsylvania, the

son of James and Joan Abraham, two sisters and
one brother all preceding him in death.
He is survived by his loving wife Francine,
stepfather of Andrew and Amy Ferraro,
grandfather (pap-pap) of Julianna, Patrick and
Kinley and his nephew Jimmy Lucero.
Jim was an avid fly fisherman and taught his
grandchildren how to fly fish. He was a
member of the Rod and Gun Society at the
Duquesne Club. He was one of the founders of
the law firm Doepken, Keevican and Weiss.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations
may be made in Jim's name to WQED, Planned
Parenthood of Western Pennsylvania, or
Western Pennsylvania Conservatory. A memorial
of celebration will be held on January 24th @
9:30 a.m. at The Neighborhood Academy 709 N.
Aiken Avenue Pittsburgh Pa. 15206
Arrangements entrusted to the John N. Elachko
Funeral Home, 3447 Dawson St. Pittsburgh Pa
15213.
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Comments

“

Francine - I am so sorry for your loss. Jim was a "larger than life" person who made
all feel welcome and respected. I remember being at an event with you and Jim
which my Dad also attended. The next thing I know, my Dad and Jim are involved in
a conversation and seem to know each other well. It turns out that they knew each
other through their CPA connections and had attended several classes together. Jim
was a shining example of Pittsburgh's "One degree of separation". He should have
run for mayor of Pittsburgh - he would have won!! You have been a good friend and
colleague to me through the years Francine. I will keep you and your family in my
prayers.
Regina Stover

Regina Stover - February 08, 2017 at 09:22 AM

“

Dear Fran,
We are on Sanibel Island in Florida and just saw Jim's obituary online in the PostGazette. We are stunned and saddened to have lost a wonderful neighbor and
community leader so unexpectedly. Our deepest condolences on your loss and our
loss.
Roz Sherman
Russ Orme

Roz Sherman - January 24, 2017 at 06:40 PM

“

Dear Fran, I met Jim in high school where we were both very active in the PA High School
National Forensic League. He was a Student Congress rep from Hempfield, and I from
Norwin. A year older, he was a consummate role model, encouraging while I learned to
speak at extemp and debate events. At one pivotal, fir me, regional tournament, he sent
me a note--which I still have--that said, "Peg, just get up and talk! Forget about the rest of
it." I did and got a medal.
He was kind and thoughtful and helpful to all of us. High achieving and inspirational, he
pushed all of us to do our best even as we competed against him.
We akways knew he was destined f or greatness. Even as he was gifted and talented and
smart and funny, he had enormous heart and follow through.
We have lost a wonderful citizen.
I am sorrowful for your loss, Fran. You two have been an unstoppable force of good in our
world.
May God bless you and keep you safe during this dark time and always.
May Jim rest at peace and his memory eternal.
With love, Peggy Smyrnes-Williams
Peggy Smyrnes-Williams - January 24, 2017 at 08:07 PM

“

I'm not surprised that's how you two met. He was a true gentleman. I will miss him.
Tim Kulina

tim kulina - January 24, 2017 at 10:50 AM

“

DEAR FRANCINE AND FAMILY.
ELLEN AND I WERE SADDENED TO LEARN OF JIM'S PASSING.
OUR MEMORIES OF JIM ARE OF THE SUPPORT HE ALWAYS PROVIDED FOR
THE ORGANIZATIONS AND CAUSES THAT HE AND /OR FRANCINE WERE
INVOLVED IN. I DON'T BELIEVE I EVER HEARD JIM UTTER AN UNKIND WORD
IN ANY OF THE CASUAL CONVERSATIONS WE HAD AT THE VARIOUS
FUNCTIONS. WE UNDERSTAND ONLY TOO WELL THAT IT IS NOT OURS TO
QUESTION HOW OR WHY SO WE ACCEPT JIM'S CALLING WITH OUR
PRAYERS FOR JIM AND THE FAMILY BELIEVING THAT HE IS AT PEACE WITH
OUR CREATOR.
ELLEN AN TO GOLONSKI

THOMAS GOLONSKI - January 23, 2017 at 02:22 PM

“

Our sincere condolences to the family of James Abraham. We were fortunate to have
him as our neighbor - he will be greatly missed.
Eva and Petr Pancoska

Petr Pancoska - January 23, 2017 at 11:09 AM

“

Jim was an excellent attorney and had a wonderful sense of humor. We lost touch
over the years, but we both enjoyed fly fishing and shared many experiences about
Spruce Creek and other fishing venues. Jim will be missed. Greg Harbaugh

Gregory Harbaugh - January 23, 2017 at 09:12 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family and friends of James Abraham. May you find a
word of comfort and hope in your time of sorrow, found in Gods word at Isaiah 25:8.

Gwen Dixon - January 23, 2017 at 09:02 AM

“

I am very saddened to hear of Jim's death and extend my heartfelt condolences to
his family. I had the pleasure of working with Jim at Doepken, Keevican & Weiss. He
was a consummate professional, unfailingly upbeat, who treated everyone with the
utmost respect and friendship.

Alan Rosenthal - January 23, 2017 at 08:31 AM

“

We will all miss Jim at the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy Board meetings. His
insight and understanding of the mission of the organization will be greatly missed.
Steven J. Schiffman

Steven J. Schiffman - January 23, 2017 at 08:29 AM

“

My heartfelt sympathy to the Abraham family for your loss. May you find comfort and
strength from God during this difficult time. (Psalm 46:1)

Jerlyn Lewis - January 23, 2017 at 08:09 AM

“

Jim was a wonderfully generous person, with his time and friendship, and in my case
with his support for my work. When I saw him, he always was a pleasure to talk with,
and on at least one occasion, he offered his professional counsel. I read his obituary
with sadness; my condolences to Francine. I will attend the memorial celebration on
the 24th. Bob Qualters

robert qualters - January 22, 2017 at 10:37 AM

